[Type IV collagenase activities in human colorectal cancers and its role in cancer invasion and metastasis].
In 36 patients with colorectal cancers, type IV collagenase activities were measured in cancer and non-cancer tissues for evaluating its role in the process of cancer invasion and metastasis. The colorectal cancer tissues revealed remarkably higher activities than the distant normal and tumor-neighboring mucosa (p < 0.001). The activities in the colorectal cancer tissues with high-grade histological venous invasion were higher than those with low-grade histological venous invasion (p < 0.005). But no differences of the activities were found between patients with and without hepatic metastasis. These results suggest that the type IV collagenase plays an important role in the cancer invasion to the blood vessels around the primary site in colorectal cancers.